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Department’s
Vision:

• To develop skilled, knowledgeable and concerned citizens of the
community, nation and world in a technologically advancing, global society
by creating connections in teaching, research, and service to advance
society.

Department’s
Mission:

• Creating a dynamic and challenging student-centered learning
environment that develops skills (critical thinking, creativity,
problem-solving, communication, research, leadership), fosters
cross-cultural sensitivity, and promotes social and civic awareness in today’s
multicultural, national, and global societies to create global citizens of the
world.

Course
Title: World Geography

Subject Leader + e-mail: Rukhsana Qaisari (rukhsana@greenwood.sch.ae )

Teacher(s) + e-mail: Hira Baloch (hira.b@greenwood.sch.ae)
Cycle/Division: High School
Grade Level(s): 12
Credit Unit: 1
Duration (Number of
Periods/Week/Semester): 1 Year (5 Periods/Week)

Course Prerequisites: -

COURSE DESCRIPTION/OVERVIEW:
The High School Social Studies “World Geography” course uses the Common Core State
Standards for Social Studies that have been aligned with Michigan State Standards and provides
an introductory examination of the elements and themes of geography, aspects of the
environment, climate, weather patterns on Earth, world cultures, world wars and how these
events altered the geography of the world, the creation of the United Nations, and an in-depth
analysis of certain countries. The goal is to understand the shape of these major events, their key
features, their contexts, and their continuing relevance to contemporary culture, social life, and
government of countries while at the same time teaching students to value the universal, while
respecting the perspectives of different cultures in our society as they study people in relation to
their past, their environment and their society.

Students will be doing a lot of reading, thinking, and problem-solving which will center on
different types of texts or materials.
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As students learn more about geography, they will begin to ask questions and investigate
cultural heritages and to understand the importance of geographical and historical influences
upon the social systems.
Students will be analyzing the following:

● Written Sources
● Movies/videos
● Maps
● Art
● Different Graphics

❖Themes of the Course

● Geographical and Historical knowledge and perspectives.
● Geographical and Historical analysis and interpretations.
● events of lasting significance.
● structures of government: how and why they were established and shaped by their

origins.
● leaders and leadership.
● movements organized by ordinary people to create social changes.
● different groups' experience of the same situation.
● ways that historians discover, interpret, and appreciate the past.

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

● Investigate global patterns and developments over time while connecting more local
patterns to larger interregional and global patterns.

● Employ different analytical schemes, including global, regional, national and local to
understand developments over time.

● Compare within and among regions and societies, and across time.
● Develop an understanding of the historical and geographic context of human

commonalities and differences, particularly in considering claims of universal standards
or of cultural diversity. In their studies students will focus on five large historical and
geographic patterns

● The causes, consequences, and patterns of changes in human governance systems and
changes over time.

● The causes, consequences, and patterns of interactions among societies and regions,
including trade, war, diplomacy, and international institutions.
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● The impact of demographic, technological, environmental, and economic changes on
people, their culture, and their environment.

● Causes, consequences, and patterns of cultural, intellectual, religious and social
changes.

● The relationship between the environment and developments in population, settlement,
economy, and politics.

● Acquire Strategies and skills for comprehending and interpreting texts.
● Understand how the historical and cultural contexts shape an author’s point of view.
● Evaluate author’s differing points of view.
● Read and comprehend comprehension texts related to social studies

I.

STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS:

English Language Arts Standards »Literacy in History/Social Studies» Grade 11-12

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an

accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3

Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing

how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.5

Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences,

paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6

Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing

the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve

a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8

Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them

with other information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9

Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

English Language Arts Standards » Writing in History/Social Studies» Grade 11-12

� CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text,

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons

and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

� CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific

procedures/experiments, or technical processes.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a

self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the

subject under investigation.

Grade 12 Speaking and Listening Standards

SL.CCR.1

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.CCR.2

Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,

quantitatively, and orally.

SL.CCR.3

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

SL.CCR.4
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Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line

of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,

and audience.

SL.CCR.5

Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and

enhance understanding of presentations.

Social Studies Process and Skills Standards: High School

P1 READING AND COMMUNICATION – READ AND COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY

� P1.1 Use appropriate strategies to read and analyze social science tables, graphs, graphics,

maps and texts.

� P1.2 Interpret primary and secondary source documents for point of view, context, bias, and

frame of reference or perspective.

� P1.3 Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts have about the interpretation of

sources and the application of disciplinary concepts.

� P1.4 Express social science ideas clearly in written, spoken, and graphic forms.

� P1.5 Construct and present an argument supported with evidence.

P2 INQUIRY, RESEARCH, AND ANALYSIS

� P2.1 Apply methods of inquiry, including asking and answering compelling and supporting

questions, to investigate social scientific problems.

� P2.2 Evaluate data presented in social science tables, graphs, graphics, maps and texts for

credibility, considering the origin, authority, structure and context of the information.

� P2.3 Know how to find, organize, evaluate, and interpret information from a variety of

credible sources.

� P2.4 Use relevant information from multiple credible sources representing a wide range of

views considering the origin, authority, structure, and context to answer a compelling or

supporting question.

P3 PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND DECISION MAKING
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� P3.1 Clearly state an issue as a question of public policy, gather and interpret information

about that issue, analyze various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible alternative

resolutions.

� P3.2 Discuss public policy issues, by clarifying positions, considering opposing views, and

applying core values or constitutional principles to develop and refine claims.

� P3.3 Construct claims and refine counter claims expressing and justifying decisions on public

policy issues.

� P3.4 Critique the use of reasoning, sequence, and supporting details in creating a claim and

the subsequent evidence used to support a claim for credibility.

F1 World Historical and Geographical Inquiry and Literacy Practices

WHG Era 4 – Expanding and Intensified Hemispheric Interactions, 300-1500 CE

4.2.3 Spheres of Interaction and Influence in the Americas – Compare and contrast the diverse

characteristics and interactions of peoples in the Americas.

WHG Era 6 – An Age of Global Revolutions, 18th Century-1914

6.1.2 Worldwide Migrations and Population Changes – analyze the causes and con- sequences

of shifts in world population and major patterns of long-distance migrations, including the

impact of industrialism, imperialism, changing diets, and scientific advances.

II.

RESOURCES:

MCGRAW HILL TEXTBOOK -THE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL WORLD

MCGRAW HILL WEBSITE

CHROMEBOOKS, SURFACE PRO, LAPTOPS

TEACHER’S HANDOUTS

FROGOS WEBSITE

MICROSOFT TEAMS

FORMATIVE

KAHOOT.COM

STUDY.COM

POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS

VIDEOS
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PEAR DECK

III.

COURSE SCHEDULE/TIMELINE:

Semester 1:

Chapter’s
# Chapter Lesson(s)

1 The World
● L1: The Geographer’s Tools
● L2: The Geographer’s Craft

2 The Physical World
● L1: Planet Earth
● L2: Forces of Change
● L3: Earth’s Water

3 Climates of the Earth
● L1: Earth-Sun Relationships
● L2: Factors Affecting Climate
● L3: World Climate Patterns

4 The Human World

● L1: Global Cultures
● L2: Population Geography
● L3: Political Geography
● L4: Economy Geography
● L5: Urban Geography

5 Canada
● L1: Physical Geography of Canada
● L2: Human Geography of Canada

Semester 2:

Chapter’s
# Chapter Lesson(s)

7 Mexico
● L1: Physical Geography of Mexico
● L2: Human Geography of Mexico

12 Southern Europe
● L1: Physical Geography of Southern

Europe
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● L2: Human Geography of Southern
Europe

14 The Russian Core

● L1: Physical Geography of the Russian
Core

● L2: Human Geography of the Russian
Core

29 Japan
● L1: Physical Geography of Japan
● L2: Human Geography of Japan

30 North Korea and South Korea

● L1: Physical Geography of North and
South Korea

● L2: Human Geography of North and
South Korea

Grade Distribution:

Grading Policy/ Assessment Tools:

Passing Mark:60

❖ Assessment Tools:

1. Ongoing and Summative Assessments:

Students will be assessed via ongoing and summative assessments which will consist of

multiple-choice questions, short answer questions, open-ended questions,

fill-in-the-blank questions, interpretation of figures and graphs, oral and written

comprehension tasks, critical analysis questions and true and false questions on selected

chapters.

2. Final-Project Based Learning/Research:

Students will be assessed on how they conduct research in World Geography from a

selection of topics on previously learned concepts. Students are expected to work on

their projects in school by following specific research guidelines and rubrics. Students

will have the opportunity to present their research findings to other students.

❖ PERFORMANCE AREAS (Skills):

Application of theories and concepts
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Reading graphs and analyzing/interpreting data

Conducting research based on a research question

Analyzing and evaluating research

Communication and social skills

Presentation skills

Grade Distribution

Grade Distribution Semester 1 (2022-2023)

Humanities G9-12

Category Assessment
Announced/

Unannounced Frequency Platform Weight

Classroom
Management Active Participation N/A Daily N/A 5% 5%

Ongoing
Assessments

Exit Slip Unannounced 5
Kahoot, Mentimeter,

Padlet, Pear Deck,
Flipgrid

5%

35%
Drop Quiz Unannounced 2

Formative/
Paper-based 10%

Quiz Announced 1
Varies

10%

Performance Based
Learning Announced 1 10%

Summative
Assessments

Mid-semester
Assessment Announced 1 Formative 25%

60%
End of Semester

Assessment Announced 1 Formative 25%

Integrated Project
(2 subjects at least) Announced 1 Varies 10%

100%

Cross-Curricular Project:

Research Projects are done once per semester and are multidisciplinary and integrated across
subjects.
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